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and forced to withdraw. The Russians frustrated attempts by the
Persian government to meet its great financial difficulties and made
impossible the efforts of the American financial adviser. They
constantly found or created pretexts for further intervention, pro-
tecting rich landowners and merchants in Khurasan, collecting
Persian revenues in Azerbaijan, importing Russian subjects into
Asterabad to till lands they had bought at a nominal price as a result
of pressure. In 1911 Russia went behind her allies' backs to con-
clude the Potsdam Agreement with Germany, recognizing the
German interest in the Baghdad Railway in return for German
recognition of her own interest in North Persia, arranging to link
the projected Persian railway-system with the Baghdad Railway
via Khaniqin, and promising Germany an open door for her trade
with Persia.

During the First World War the operation of pro-German
armed bands in Central and South Persia, and of the Turks in
Western Persia, gave the Russians good reasons for occupying a
broad belt of North Persia, including the towns of Kermanshah,
Isfahan, and Meshed. By a secret agreement of March 1915 the
Allied promised Russia Istanbul and the Straits and full liberty of
action in the northern zone of Persia, in return for which Britain
was to be free to annex both the southern and the neutral zones
laid down by the Agreement of 1907.

(2)  The Revolutionary Wars, 1917-21.
The outbreak of the Revolution in March 1917 was followed
by the headlong demoralization of the Russian army and its with-
drawal from Persia, which gave the Turks an opportunity to
invade Western Persia again. In March 1918 the Bolsheviks, who
had seized power four months before, were compelled to conclude
with Germany the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, which allowed the
Germans to conduct military operations on Russian territory and
obtain essential supplies, such as the Caucasian oil. It was this treaty,
made at a time when the Allies were fighting for life against Ger-
many, at least as much as any dislike for the Bolshevik regime as
such, that caused the Allies to support the local anti-Bolshevik